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HOUSE BI LL 1736

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Sinpson, O Brien, Schindler, Cody, Wods and Chase

Read first tinme 02/03/2005. Referred to Comm ttee on Local Governnent.

AN ACT Rel ating to anmbul ance services operated by cities and towns;
anendi ng RCW 35. 21. 766 and 35. 21. 768; and decl ari ng an ener gency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW35.21.766 and 2004 ¢ 129 s 34 are each anended to read
as follows:
(1) Wenever a regional fire protection service authority ((er—the

Legistative—authority—of—any—ei-ty—or—town)) determnes that the fire
protection jurisdictions that are nenbers of the authority ((er—the

eHy—or—town—or—a—substantial—portion—eot—the¢city—eor—teoewn—+s)) are not
adequately served by existing private anbul ance service, the governing
board of the authority may by resolution((—er—the—legislative
auvtherity—eof—the—eity—ortowrray by appropriatetegishatien;)) provide

for the establishnment of a system of anbul ance service to be operated
by the authority as a public utility of the city or town, or operated
by contract after a call for bids.

(2) The leqgislative authority of any city or town may establish an
anbul ance service as defined by RCW 18.73.030. However, the
legislative authority of the city or town shall not provide for the
establishnent of an anbulance service that would conpete with any
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exi sting private anbul ance service, unless the leqgislative authority of

the city or town determnes that the city or town, or a substantial
portion of the city or town, is not adequately served by an existing
private anbul ance service, and the existing private anmbul ance service
cannot be encouraged to expand its service by contract entered into
between the parties. In determning the adequacy of an existing
private anbul ance service, the legislative authority of the city or
town, shall request the departnent of health to determ ne whether the
existing private anbulance service is neeting existing objective
service standards, as set forth by the departnent of health in law, or
any rules adopted thereunder. |If the departnent of health determ nes
that the existing private anbulance service is routinely failing to
neet departnent of health standards, the legislative authority of the
city or town nmy, by appropriate legislation, provide for the
establi shnent of anbul ance service to be operated by the authority of
the city or town, or operated by contract after a call for bids.

(3) The leqgislative authority of the city or town nmay, by
appropriate legislation, adopt procedures to set and collect reasonable
fees for an anbul ance service established under subsection 2 of this
section; however, such fees shall be set in accordance with subsection
(4) of this section.

(4)(a) The leqgislative authority of the city or town is authorized
to set rates and collect charges for anbul ance service costs which may
i nclude costs necessary to: Purchase and naintain anbul ance equi pnent ;
operate, nmmintain, and construct anbulance system facilities; and
provi de adequate anbul ance service staffing. Any capital costs shal
be allocated and charged in accordance wth generally accepted
accounting principles so that such costs are annualized based on
customary depreciation schedul es.

(b) Beginning on the effective date of this act, the rate charqged
for anbul ance services, under (a) of this subsection, shall be:

(i) Uniformso that each physical property address located within
the geographic boundaries of the city or town, not otherw se exenpt
fromsuch charge by the legislative authority of the city or town, or
which the city or town is prohibited fromtaxing under the constitution
or laws of this state or of the United States, are billed the sane
anmount for anbul ance services regardless of actual use of the service;
or
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(ii) Billed to the individual using the anbul ance service.

(5) Anbulance rates charged pursuant to this section shall not
constitute taxes or charges provided for under RCW 82.02.050 through
82.02.090, 35.21.768, or charges otherwi se prohibited by |aw

Sec. 2. RCW35.21.768 and 1975 1st ex.s. ¢ 24 s 2 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

The legislative authority of any city or town is authorized to
adopt ordi nances ((fer—thetevy—andecollectionof—exetsetaxes—andlor))
for the inposition of ((anr—addit+enal)) a tax for the act or privilege
of engaging in the anbul ance busi ness. Such busi ness and occupation
tax shall be inposed in such anpbunts as fixed and determ ned by the
| egi sl ative authority.

(T . I I ho busi I :
horized_| i : hall be levied | coll w L)

Loaiclati hor ¢ ihe o Y

Al'l taxes authorized pursuant to this section shall be construed to
be taxes other than a retail sales tax defined in chapter 82.08 RCW and
a use tax defined in chapter 82.12 RCW and the city or town shall
appropriate and use the proceeds derived fromall taxes authorized by
this section only for the operation, maintenance and capital needs of
its nmunicipally owned, operated, |eased or contracted for anbul ance
servi ce.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act is necessary for the imrediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnent and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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